
The soignée Inn by the Sea 
on the Atlantic Ocean 

outside of  Portland, Maine, 
has two personalities. It has 
the soul of  a simple seaside 
hotel and the elements of  a 
sophisticated boutique re-
sort.

This 57-room establish-
ment always has been bless-
ed with the coast’s most 
valuable commodities: an 
oceanfront location and dir-
ect access to a sweeping sand 
beach. After a total over-
haul, the Inn by the Sea has 
emerged luxurious and re-
fined, with striking contem-
porary decor, award-winning 
gourmet cuisine, a fine spa 
and a bird sanctuary flour-
ishing in gardens of  flora, all 
native to Maine.  

Although very upscale, the 
Inn by the Sea is unpreten-
tious and understated, 
qualities that are typically 
Maine. 

The fancy features go be-
yond the usual trappings. 
The hotel’s admirable eco-
conscious policy includes 
recycled water systems, 
solar panels, bio-fuel, eco-
education for kids and a spa 
that has a gold-standard 
“green” certification. The 
hotel practices waste man-
agement, large and small. 
Here’s a good one. The house-
keeper provides little bags so 
that you can take home your 
bar of  soap. It’s worth it. 
The Inn’s toiletries are from 
l’Occitane of  France. 

The guest rooms and 
suites come in a variety of  

shapes and sizes, from a de-
luxe hotel room ranging up 
to a two-storey suite with a 
butler’s kitchen and patio 
overlooking the ocean. They 
all have sleek, contemporary 
lines, handsome furniture, 
warm textures and colours. 

If  you visit the Inn by the 
Sea in springtime, you will 
experience serenity, attract-
ive prices and a clubby ambi-
ence. The lounge and dining 
room, intimate spaces with 

ocean views, are popular 
with the residents of  nearby 
Prouts Neck, an exclusive 
gated community. Signature 
drinks include the blueberry 
martini and the S’moretini 
for kids, but the cherry on 
top is that you can bring your 
dog with you to this bar. 

“Non-dog people don’t ob-
ject,” said the Inn’s general 
manager Sarah Masterson. 
“Rather, the dogs are a so-
cial force, bringing people 

together.” 
During summer, the Inn 

will be in high family gear. 
If  your gang of  youngsters 
has seen-it-all and done-it-
all, they can test some of  the 
Inn’s inventive programs: ex-
ploring the beach with a nat-
uralist, making munchies 
with the chef, seaside yoga, 
visiting a butterfly colony 
and art classes.  

Almost everything at the 
Inn by the Sea is inspired by 

the sea, including the hotel’s 
spa. Signature treatments 
include the sea wave mas-
sage with aromatic oils, the 
sea breeze facial, the deepsea 
soothing massage and the 
marine body polish with sea 
salts and hydrating creams.  

The Inn’s Sea Glass res-
taurant is more like a styl-
ish bistro than a staid hotel 
dining room, and the cuisine 
matches. Seafood rules with 
creative dishes like seared 
scallops with fennel salad, 
pan-roasted cod, paella or 
roasted mussels. The chef ’s 
Garden Dinners, served on 
farm tables on the lawn on 
summertime Wednesdays, 
are a big reason to hope for 
good, hot weather. These are 
limited-edition feasts featur-
ing local delicacies. Or you 
can go all-lobster, all the time, 
starting with a lobster ome-
lette for breakfast, a lobster 
roll for lunch, and for dinner, 
butter-poached lobster with 
citrus and leek risotto.   
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Country Roads
Looking for an 
easy getaway? 
Need a place to 
stay? Check out 
The Gazette’s 
interactive map.  
montrealgazette.com/travel

Unpretentious luxury on the Maine coast

Inn by the Sea

The Inn by the Sea is upscale but unpretentious, stretching its 57 guestrooms above a beautiful sandy beach.  

Wow! Bow-wow! Pooches 
have major privileges at Inn 
by the Sea, which organizes 
leisurely Dog Days with spa 
services and doggie daycare.

Among the free perks for 
every canine guest are por-
celain bowls, beach towels, 
treats and fluffy dog blankets 
by L.L. Bean, the famous out-
fitter based in Maine.

Perhaps the biggest con-
cession to dogs at the Inn by 
the Sea is that they are wel-
come in the hotel’s lounge 
and on the terrace while 
their owners are having 
drinks or supper. Dogs are 
so prized here that they have 
their own bar menu with 
nibblies like Angus beef  
tips, homemade biscuits and 
meat “roaff.”

Dog Days features in-room 
massages and Happy Hour 
on the lawn on Tuesdays dur-
ing summer. 

Doggie guests can lap up 
K-9 ice cream – at no charge 
– and when owners buy a sig-
nature cocktail, the Inn do-
nates $1 for an animal rescue 
organization. 

 In autumn, the Inn’s swim-
ming pool goes to the dogs – 
literally. During the last two 
weeks of  October the pool is 
closed to people and open for 
pets to enjoy after a hot and 
sandy romp on the beach.

Dog guests also have their 
own books with titles like 
101 Salivations and Bitchin’ 
Beaches.

Rochelle Lash

Dogs are made 
to feel welcome, 
even in the bar

Rochelle Lash
Country Roads

 ❚ iF YOU GO
Getting there: Cape Eliza-
beth, Maine, is eight kilo-
metres south of Portland and 
a five-hour, 15-minute drive 
from Montreal. Cross into the 
U.S. at Stanstead and take 
Highways 91 and 93 south to 
Bethlehem, N.H., and Route 
302 east. 

Inn by the Sea: 800-888-
4287, www.innbythesea.com 
Dog-friendly.

Prices: Including use of 
spa, steam room, fitness 
room, outdoor swimming 
pool, beach with chairs and 
umbrellas, rates (in U.S. dol-
lars) start at $229 per night, 
for a deluxe hotel room. 
One-bedroom suites, $239-
249; two-bedroom suites, 
cottages and townhouses, 
$279-449, per night, for four 
people; $20 for each extra 
adult. 

Rates will increase May 27 
and again June 20. No fees 
for dogs and dog amenities. 
No charge for children 14 and 
under. Breakfast, lunch, bar 
menu & dinner served daily. 
Until May 19, a three-course 
evening menu costs $30 
(Sun.-Thurs). 

Portland information: 207-
772-5800, www.visitport 
land.com.
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WHERE STAYTO

VERMONT
GREEN MOUNTAIN SUITES HOTEL
Escape to beautiful Burlington, Vermont for $119/night at Canadian
Par Sun-Thursday through June 16th Relax in a Luxurious One-
Bedroom Suite Heated Indoor Pool/Jacuzzi & Exercise facility
Complimentary Beer, Wine and Hot Meals (Mon-Thurs evenings)
Includes Vermont-style Hot Breakfast Close to Lake Champlain ,
Church Street Marketplace and the best shopping in Vermont
Inventory is limited. Contact us for Availability Toll-free
reservations 866.337.1616

NEW YORK
AMERICA’S BEST VALUE INN
In wonderful Plattsburg, NY. Only $100 for 2 nights. Canadian
Cash. Up to 2 people, additional pers. add $10 more per night.
Free continental breakfast. Located conveniently off exit 37
on I-87. Some holidays, weekends & special events do not apply.
Up to 70% occ. daily.
Call 518-563-0222 or Toll Free 1-800-358-2137

RIVERSIDE TOWER HOTEL - NEW YORK CITY
USD $129. for 2 persons. Singles USD $124. Suites USD
$139 - $159.
Lincoln Center area, Hudson River views, 18 floors, kitchenette.
5 min. to midtown, safe, quiet, luxury area, Riverside Tower.
Riverside & 80th St. NYC.
800-724-3136 or visit www.riversidetowerhotel.com

NEW HAMPSHIRE

MASSACHUSETTS

MAINE

THE CORSAIR & CROSS RIP OCEANFRONT CAPE COD
Walk on our private beach, swim in our indoor and outdoor pools
or explore the Cape! Large family rooms with kitchenettes and
comfortable Queen beds – some with jacuzzis and balconies. Try our
Best Value Spring Packages: Weekday Escape or Two with A View.
Food and Event Tickets included. Rated # one on travel websites!
www.corsaircrossrip.com 800-345-5140, Dennisport, MA

STONEHURST MANOR
White Mountains. North Conway
Enjoy the comforts of our secluded “country elegant” boutique
hotel with panoramic mountain views, cozy fireplaced Library
Lounge, renowned international dining. 25 guest rooms (some
w/fireplaces), Jacuzzi. spring skiing, hiking & tax-free outlet
shopping nearby. From $73ppdo(US) includes Full Breakfast &
Dinner (off regular full menu). Photos, amenities & menu
online. www.StonehurstManor.com 800-525-9100

SIX SOUTH STREET HOTEL
Opening Special. $99. per night! Easy 3 hour drive from
Montreal. Brand new boutique hotel, Six South St. Hotel, In
charming downtown Hanover,NH., home of Dartmouth College.
Luxurious guestrooms, bar & bistro. Great museums, dining
and tax-free NH shopping! Inventory is limited. Based on
availability. 603-643-0600 www.sixsouth.com.

OUTAOUAIS
WAKEFIELD MILL INN & SPA
This beautiful 4 star heritage-designated country inn is located
just a short drive from Ottawa in the village of Wakefield and
in the heart of Gatineau Park. Indulge in a range of luxury spa
treatments, fine dining or casual dining all with views of the
picturesque Maclaren Falls. See our website for a full range of
romantic getaways, spa packages and business packages.
www.wakefieldmill.com 1-888-567-1838

THE NORTH HERO HOUSE INN & Restaurant
Romantic rooms, outstanding cuisine, magnificent lake and

mountain views. Fireplaces and Jacuzzi tubs. Romantic getaway

just 60 miles from Montreal. Biking, boating and lakeside spa.

toll-free 888-525-3644. www.northherohouse.com

GORGES GRANT HOTEL
Explore OGUNQUIT, MAINE Three distinctive AAA ◆ ◆ ◆ properties
each with their own style & appeal. Perfect for family outings
or a romantic getaway. Walk to beaches. Free WIFI & PC use,
spacious rooms, heated pools, Jacuzzi, fitness center, Raspberri’s
for breakfast. Playhouse, spa & golf packages. Check our “Internet
Specials” and reserve online at www.ogunquit.com or call Gorges
Grant Hotel 800.646.5001, Juniper Hill Inn 800.646.4544, The
Milestone 800.646.6453

MARINER RESORT ON THE OGUNQUIT RIVER
Distant Ocean views, Large outdoor pool and hot tub, heated indoor
Pool, light breakfast. Our spacious accomodations include NEW
deluxe 2 queen bedrooms and 2-room suites. All rooms feature:
large refrigerators, microwaves, dinette set, Free WiFi, PC use,
Fitness Room and BBQs. On the trolley route. Check out our
Midweek Special rates and Book online at: www.marinerresort.com
or call us 800-335-9331

QUALITY INN
2 nights special for $139 USD or 1 night for $70 USD plus tax.
Rates include Full Hot Breakfast with waffle, Indoor Heated Pool,
hot tub, sauna, fitness center and wireless internet along with a
business center. Mention Montreal Gazette special to book this
rate. Rates based on availability and valid through 04/30/11. Also
mention Park & fly rate up to 10 days parking for $109.00 USD
plus tax which includes room for 1 night and transportation from
BTV airport valid through 04/30/11. I-89, Exit 13. The cancellation
policy would be 24 hours.
CALL: 802-985-8037

SMART SUITES
Spring Break Special Come and enjoy our hospitality in either a
studio
efficiency at US $89.95/night or a spacious one bedroom suite at
US $99.95/night, including a deluxe continental breakfast and free
WIFI. Call toll free 877-862-6800 and mention the Gazette promo
ad. Offer good for stays up to June 30, 2011, not valid with other
discounts & subject to availability. 1700 Shelburne Rd., So.
Burlington, Vt. Take Exit 13 off I-89, left on Rt. 7 for 1-1/2 miles,
same entrance as Holiday Inn Express, on the left.

RODEWAY INN
Close to downtown burlington and university mall. Enjoy free
continental breakfast, Highspeed internet and pets welcome.
Special rate for room with two double beds or a one king bed for
$44.99 USD per night plus tax.Rates valid through 04/30/11 and
based on availability. Pet charge $10.00/pet/night USD.
CALL: 802-862-6421.

COMFORT SUITES
1712 Shelburne Road, South Burlington, VT 05403
$79.95 plus 10% tax Includes: Deluxe studio suite, hot buffet
breakfast, complimentary wireless internet. Rates based upon
availability. Call the hotel directly for this special offer:
802-860-1112. Call toll-free 888-898-5179.
Offer Expires April 30, 2011.
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